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§ 4710.7 Maintenance of wild horses 
and burros on privately controlled 
lands. 

Individuals controlling lands within 
areas occupied by wild horses and bur-
ros may allow wild horses or burros to 
use these lands. Individuals who main-
tain wild free-roaming horses and bur-
ros on their land shall notify the au-
thorized officer and shall supply a rea-
sonable estimate of the number of such 
animals so maintained. Individuals 
shall not remove or entice will horses 
or burros from the public lands.

Subpart 4720—Removal

§ 4720.1 Removal of excess animals 
from public lands. 

Upon examination of current infor-
mation and a determination by the au-
thorized officer that an excess of wild 
horses or burros exists, the authorized 
officer shall remove the excess animals 
immediately in the following order. 

(a) Old, sick, or lame animals shall 
be destroyed in accordance with sub-
part 4730 of this title; 

(b) Additional excess animals for 
which an adoption demand by qualified 
individuals exists shall be humanely 
captured and made available for pri-
vate maintenance in accordance with 
subpart 4750 of this title; and 

(c) Remaining excess animals for 
which no adoption demand by qualified 
individuals exists shall be destroyed in 
accordance with subpart 4730 of this 
title.

§ 4720.2 Removal of strayed or excess 
animals from private lands.

§ 4720.2–1 Removal of strayed animals 
from private lands. 

Upon written request from the pri-
vate landowner to any representative 
of the Bureau of Land Management, 
the authorized officer shall remove 
stray wild horses and burros from pri-
vate lands as soon as practicable. The 
private landowner may also submit the 
written request to a Federal marshal, 
who shall notify the authorized officer. 
The request shall indicate the numbers 
of wild horses or burros, the date(s) the 
animals were on the land, legal de-
scription of the private land, and any 

special conditions that should be con-
sidered in the gathering plan.

§ 4720.2–2 Removal of excess animals 
from private lands. 

If the authorized officer determines 
that proper management requires the 
removal of wild horses and burros from 
areas that include private lands, the 
authorized officer shall obtain the 
written consent of the private owner 
before entering such lands. Flying air-
craft over lands does not constitute 
entry.

Subpart 4730—Destruction of Wild 
Horses or Burros and Disposal 
of Remains

§ 4730.1 Destruction. 

Except as an act of mercy, no wild 
horse or burro shall be destroyed with-
out the authorization of the authorized 
officer. Old, sick, or lame animals shall 
be destroyed in the most humane man-
ner possible. Excess animals for which 
adoption demand does not exist shall 
be destroyed in the most humane and 
cost efficient manner possible.

§ 4730.2 Disposal of remains. 

Remains of wild horses or burros that 
die after capture shall be disposed of in 
accordance with State or local sanita-
tion laws. No compensation of any kind 
shall be received by any agency or indi-
vidual disposing of remains. The prod-
ucts of rendering are not considered re-
mains.

Subpart 4740—Motor Vehicles 
and Aircraft

§ 4740.1 Use of motor vehicles or air-
craft. 

(a) Motor vehicles and aircraft may 
be used by the authorized officer in all 
phases of the administration of the 
Act, except that no motor vehicle or 
aircraft, other than helicopters, shall 
be used for the purpose of herding or 
chasing wild horses or burros for cap-
ture or destruction. All such use shall 
be conducted in a humane manner. 

(b) Before using helicopters or motor 
vehicles in the management of wild 
horses or burros, the authorized officer 
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